
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Coldwater High School  
School Board Update –  May  2019  

Graduation is Coming!   Before  you know it we  will be celebrating the commencement of the class of 2019 on 

Cardinal Field.  The  ceremony will be held at 5:00 p.m. and the entire community is invited to join us.  This  

year the students, school board, and staff will be entering the ceremony though the new main entrance.  There  

are many senior events still to come and all of the  students are preparing for their upcoming final exams.   
 

Here is a list of  the upcoming events and ceremonies:  
th 

CHS Final Band Concert   Sunday, May 19  at 4:00 p.m. (CHS Cafeteria)  
th nd

8  Grade Transition Day   Wednesday, May 22  
rd 

BACC Senior Ceremonies  Thursday, May 23  (Last day  for seniors at the BACC)  
rd

Senior Fun Night   Thursday, May 23  at 7:00 (CHS Cafeteria –  Senior Students Only)  
th

Senior Last Day at CHS  Friday, May 24  

    Convocation Assembly at 10:00 followed by Swing Out  
th

Baccalaureate    Thursday, May 30  at 7:00 p.m. (CHS Cafeteria)  
st 

Last Day of School   Friday, May  31  
nd

Commencement   Sunday, June 2  at 5:00 p.m.  

Now for what else has been going on….  
 

 

As you might remember, the gymnastics team was recognized by the ProMedica Corporate Organization as 

their 2019 National Junior Philanthropist of the Year.  The team members along with Coach Nichols and many  

family and community members made the trip to Toledo Ohio for the wonderful celebration of support that the 

“Stick it for a Cure”  event has been able to provide to the local Coldwater  Cancer Center.  Kim Nichols had an 

opportunity to thank the girls, parents, and community as she accepted the  award on  behalf of the team and their 

fundraising efforts over the  years.  The event is about coming together  as a family and a community  to support 

those in our local area who are struggling with their fight against cancer and each year, the  event brings tears to 

everyone’s eyes as survivors and current fighters are honored by the team.  

      

Each year, the  Branch Area Careers Center honors senior students of the  year in their various programs during  

their annual OJT Banquet.  Coldwater High School students are  always recognized for their  efforts and passion 

for performing in their programs and this year several CHS students were honored as the Outstanding Senior 

Student in their programs.  Congratulations to Damian Cole, David Ambrosio Hernandez, Bryce  Lafferty,  

Kimberly Ramos, and Kelsie Smith.  
 



    

 

Lisa Kontowsky is a teacher at CHS who works with students with IEP’s, typically those who might be working  
on goals and educational plans to help them become sucessful adults in our community.  This year, Lisa and 

CHS  P.E. teacher Jaci Hoorman partnered together to create a Drumming  Unit that brought together the  

students of Jaci’s PE class, Lisa’s CHS students, and the students who are  going to  school at the Waldron 

Center.  Lisa and Jacie applied for and received a  $1,000 mini-grant from the Guido A. and Elizabeth H. Binda 

Foundation through the Calhoun ISD.  The  grant funds were used to purchase the equipment necessary for  

students of all age levels and ability ranges at the  Waldron Learning Center and CHS to participate  in a cardio 

drumming program called, “Drum It Out!”   
 

Jaci and Lisa selected a  group of CHS students to mentor the Waldron students.  The main goal of “Drum It 

Out!” is to instill healthy  lifetime fitness skills that will lead to a physically, cognitively, emotionally, and 

socially well-balanced lifestyle.  “Drum It Out!” combines easy to follow cardio moves with strength training  
and drumming, all while rocking out to various music genres. Each 2 to 4 minute song is played at vigorous 

intensities, providing the students with the best workout in the shortest span of time.  “Drum It Out!” allows the 

Waldron students to be in the least restrictive environment interacting with the general education population.  

This experience is forming relationships between the CHS students and the Waldron students, which is creating  

an acceptance and understanding among  all students.  It has been a tremendous success this year  and both 

teachers are looking  forward to continuing  and expanding the program for next year.  Below are some pictures 

from “Drum It Out!” and a link to a short video that was taken of the kids interacting with the teachers.  

                     
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KlYCOhDeod16RPmBKfiPwq-ubIogviRv/view?usp=sharing  

 
nd 

Earth Day was Monday, April 22  and Mr. Kelly’s health and PE classes and Mrs. Nichols Biology  classes 

cleaned up the school grounds around CHS, LMS, and the Aquatic  center  collecting over 20 bags of trash.  

   
 



   

  

  

    

 

                
 

 

 

    

 

       
 

   

    

     

   

 

For the past several years, Spanish 1 students from CHS and LMS have been annually exploring Spanish 

Culture through the music of authentic performers.  This year on April 23
rd

, the Spanish classes had a great time 

at the Edgar Rene concert at Tibbits! The students were able to get to meet Edgar personally and then several of 

them were asked to participate and dance along with him on stage.  After the concert, all of the students ate at 

Los Tequilas which the students said “Was Bueno!” 

National DNA Day is celebrated on April 25
th 

each year and commemorates both the successful completion of 

the Human Genome Project in 2003 and the description of DNA’s double helix by James Watson and Francis 

Crick in 1953 (both occurred on April 25
th

). Students in Mrs. Nichols and Ms. Boyd's Biology classes 

celebrated National DNA Day by conducting a DNA Extraction. Students removed DNA from Strawberry cells 

and from their very own cheek cells. 

The first two weeks of May are when our students take their Advanced Placement Exams.  This year, we have 

167 students taking 304 various AP tests. CHS students outperform the national average of passing their exams 

every year. Great job to our students and thank you to all of our teachers! They push and support their learning 

and who they are as a person every day.  Below, the students are completing their registration forms in April. 



   

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

 

     

    

 

    

  

   

   

  

 

     
 

 

 

    

 

  

    

  

 

     
 

 

 

Mrs. Norris's English 9 class participated in an engaging egg activity around Easter time as they were exploring 

Shakespeare with The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet. Anyone who has read Shakespeare, knows that he uses 

many figurative language devices in his work. So, in an effort to make the content and figurative language more 

accessible, Mrs. Norris set up an Easter egg hunt. Students were divided into seven teams of three students and 

tasked with finding five eggs hidden throughout the classroom. Each egg had a line from Act I of Romeo and 

Juliet. Each line was an example of a figurative language device (i.e. personification, allusion, metaphor, and 

simile). When all five eggs were collected, the team members worked together to identify which figurative 

language device was used in the line from the play. The first team to correctly identify all five devices won 

Cadbury Eggs. The winning team was Laila Hernandez, Aiden Marsden, and Kierra Harper. Students had a 

blast with this activity and were able to apply their competitive nature to a fun and educational activity in 

English 9. Some of the Student Comments after the activity were: 

 "I really enjoyed getting to have fun with classmates I wasn't close with." 

 "This activity made me think about figurative language and helped me understand the sentence. It was 

overall fun because we got to run around and learn and have a race against our class." 

 "I liked it because it incorporated fun with learning." 

 "It made learning fun for the first time ever." 

 "The Easter Egg Hunt was enjoyable because it was challenging and different." 

 "I love that we got to do an egg hunt about figurative language. I love how we could play and learn at 

the same time." 

At the end of April, our Syphonic Band competed in their State Festival.  Over the years, students develop their 

skills often by working with Mr. Wood and Mrs. Jewell from 5
th 

grade right up through their senior year.  

Because of their hard work, dedication to their students, and how they inspire students to push themselves to 

excel in their musicianship, the syphponic band has been able to annually earn Division 1 ratings at the State 

level.  This year was another fantastic performance as the band earned Division 1 ratings in all categories.  We 

are fortunate to have such inspiring teachers and dedicated students.  Band is a more than a class, it is a family. 



 

 

 

 

 

               
 

  

  

  

  

 

   
 

 
 

 
 

   

 

 

    

 

     

  

      

    

  

    

Prom is another annual Spring Event for CHS and this year the juniors put on a wonderful night of food and 

dancing at the Potawatomi Inn at the Pokagon State Park.  The night was a great success and most of the over 

300 students came back to CHS after the dance to hang out at the Afterglow event until about 2:30 a.m.  We are 

very appreciative to the staff, the junior class parents, and the students who worked closely with class adviser 

Denise MacArthur to coordinate this memorable night for the students! 

Just recently, the Class of 2019 took their senior trip adventure to Chicago.  Even though it was a little bit 

chilly, the weather held off and the students were able to enjoy the Shedd Aquarium followed by watching the 

Cubs play the Milwaukee Brewers.  After the game, the students had time to explore the Magnificent Mile for 

shopping and site seeing and before finishing their trip at the Navy Pier, they ate dinner at Giordano’s Pizza.  

One very special tribute of the character of our students was sent from a mother and daughter who happened to 

be walking downtown in Chicago and noticed that many of the homeless people had boxes of pizza.  Below is 

the email the mother sent to Superintendent Terry Boguth the day after the senior trip. 

“I just thought I would share that your HS students 

were in Chicago this weekend. My daughter and I were 

walking down Michigan Avenue and noticed that all 

the homeless people we had passed had Giordano’s 
pizza. We thought that it was so nice that Giordano’s 

handed out the pizza to them, but, then realized it was 

your high school students. I talked to one of the girls 

and got the impression they decided to do that spur of 

the moment. What a phenomenal act of kindness and 

Love by your community! 

It still makes me feel good inside!” 



  

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

   

 

 
    

  

 

 

    

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

Coldwater High School's chapter of the National Honor Society has inducted new members annually since 

1965, and the tradition continued with the induction of 29 new members this year - 15 sophomores, eight 

juniors, and six seniors. They join the 50 currently active NHS members from the junior and senior classes, led 

by Chapter President Selena Hostetler, Vice President Autumn Sunderland, Secretary Kyle Krzyzanski, 

Treasurer Valentina Yaldo, Historian Tiffanie Corwin, and Advisor Brian Stevens. During the ceremony this 

year, President Hostetler read a beautiful speech commemorating Maureen Petzko, her activities over the years, 

and the dedication she continued to show serving the Coldwater Community until her passing last September.  

The Chapter acknowledged her as their Citizen of the Year award recipient and presented her award and plaque 

to her husband, long-time and now retired CHS teacher, John Petzko.  Those in attendance and all members on 

stage gave a supportive standing ovation in honor of Maureen for the inspiring example she was to our students. 

Pictured above are all of the current members of the CHS Chapter of NHS.  Here also is a link to the NHS 

induction video on YouTube is: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lYBwHnkDc5Q. 

One of our many clubs at CHS held a fundraising effort for the Branch County Humane Society.  The Young 

Republicans and their club advisor Sue JeuDevine, organized a week-long event for staff and students to donate 

food, treats, laundry and dishwashing soap, towels, leashes, etc… for the animals as well as any monetary 
donations that could be collected.  The goal was to try to collect many supplies and at least $200.  The students 

and staff of CHS once again proved that they will work together to help those in need, even our furry friends.  

In the end, the club was able to donate a check for $631 to manager Jan Nageldinger and many supplies for their 

organization.  CHS Para-pro Cheryl Hawver also helped with the event and is pictured here presenting the 

check and many of the donated supplies. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lYBwHnkDc5Q


   

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

      

  

      

 

   

 

 

 

     
 

               
 

 

 

10 of our CHS seniors were honored on April 24
th 

at the Interstate 8 Scholar Athlete recognition ceremony at 

Pennfield High School.  Each year, every school in the conference comes together to recognize their top 

academic athletes.  These students are the top academic performing seniors who are also at least two-sport 

athletes.  It was another great celebration of the academic and athletic accomplishments of our students!  The I8 

Senior Scholar Athletes for CHS are: (Back Row LtoR)  Kyle Krzyzanski, Bryce Lafferty, Zach Rigot, and Eric 

Corona.  (Front Row LtoR) Ella Budd, Autumn Sunderland, Claire Sheppard, Samantha Rodesiler, Jayda Kelly, 

and Tiffanie Corwin 

“Decision Day” took place on Wednesday, May 1st here at CHS.  All Seniors were encouraged to wear attire 

representing the decision they’ve made for after graduation. All 9th -11th graders were asked to wear red that 

day and the staff members were encouraged to wear their college clothing as well. There were opportunities for 

seniors to take pictures at the special “decision day” photo area in the cafeteria at lunchtime and locker signs 

and treats were handed out in the main lobby before school. The students had a lot of fun as they celebrated the 

excitement of preparing to move on to the next steps in their educational journey. 



  

  

  

   

 

 

 

    

  
 

          
 

  

  

  

 

   

 

 
 

       
                

Becky Heaton is one of the English Learner teachers at CHS and recently, she was able to have her students 

connect with students from another school as part of project those other students were completing.  High School 

history and psychology teacher, Mike McConnell, connected Mrs. Heaton with a former CHS student teacher, 

Cliff Sandee.  Cliff was a former social studies teacher and is now the Assistant Principal at Reeths-Puffer high 

school in Muskegon but he is also currently guest teaching in a 6
th 

grade social studies classroom.  His students 

were completing a project on the UN and they were debating about which country deserves the most 

humanitarian aid from the UN.  Mrs. Heaton and Mr. Sandee set up a video chat where our CHS students could 

directly interact with the students in Muskegon.  This allowed our students to provide first hand experiences of 

what it is like to live in a city and in a village in Yemen as they answered the questions provided by the 

Muskegon students.  The boys in the pictures were explaining the differences between life in the cities and in 

the villages including the availability of electricity, how they get their food, obtain their water, and learn in 

school.  It was an exciting opportunity and a great way for our students to share their story of their life in 

Yemen and what they and their families have gone through in order to find safety here in the U.S. 

The ProMedica Hospital has an art appreciation display and contest each year where local school artists can 

submit their works of art for judging and hopefully to have them displayed in their main entrance hallway for 

everyone to enjoy all year long.  This year, our CHS art students have earned many of the spotlight postings of 

artwork in the hallways and for the second year in a row, CHS students took first and second place in the 

judging.  It is amazing to see what the students produce through the teaching, direction, and inspiration of CHS 

art teacher Mr. John Michael Mason. CHS senior Sophia Grady won first prize for her drawing of a Korean 

Shop and junior Linzy Monks won 2
nd 

prize for her drawing of a New York City streetscape.  We appreciate the 

students sharing their skills with the community and are thankful that Mr. Mason continues to help inspire the 

artistic talents in our students. 

Photo by senior Sophia Grady – “Korean JeoJang” Photo by junior Linzy Monks - “NYC” 



  

  

   

 

  

            
           

              
             

             
                 

             
             

              
         

              
               

                   
           

                
          

            
       

           
        

     
                

          
    

 

 

 

      
 

 

 

As you know, we have had over 60 students take 270 total college classes as part of our Dual Enrollment 

opportunities at CHS.  This year, one CHS senior worked very hard to accomplish something that has not been 

accomplished by a high school student in Branch County.  By taking his coursework through KCC in addition 

to his CHS classes and by dedicating a lot of time at the Battle Creek campus, senior Ryan Murphy was recently 

able to earn his EMT certification and was invited to participate in an official Pinning Ceremony.  Here is the 

story of his journey to accomplish his goal of becoming certified while still in high school: 

“The process of becoming an EMT was a truly advantageous experience. Being in a class where everyone 
was of drinking age, and they all already had a medical background, it required me to increase my learning 
capabilities to catch up to their head start. Everyone was accepting of me and didn’t hesitate to answer any 
of my questions, and sitting next to a girl with a biomedical major was definitely a welcomed bonus. By the 
conclusion of the class I had closed the learning gap, and even finished with the highest grade in the class. 

The class was comprised of three, five hour classes a week, but it consisted of more than that. We had 
closed and open road tests, as well as simulations, to learn how to drive an ambulance. We additionally had 
class outside of the normal week to learn water and vehicle extrication techniques. On top of that, we 
needed to complete 48 clinical hours, which broke down to one shift at an elderly care facility, two shifts at 
the Bronson Battle Creek Hospital, and two twelve hour shifts on an ambulance. 

During a typical week we would have lecture on Tuesdays and Thursdays, which would go over the 
required reading for that week. On Wednesdays we had our lab class, which is where we learned our hands 
on practical skills. These are the days where we would learn to splint an extremity, or how to administer a 
medical or trauma exam, or how to properly backboard a patient, in addition to many more skills. 

Becoming an EMT was a very demanding, time consuming process, but I believe it will be immensely 
beneficial for my future aspirations, as well as my development into an adult. Once I am nationally certified 
I will be able to become an EMT in 47 of the 50 states. As an EMT my scope of practice allows for me to 
tend to basic level support and drive the ambulance. This essentially means I can administer some 
medications, as well as treat for a medical or traumatic injury. In instances where medication needs to be 
administered through an IV, I would prepare the necessary materials, but the actual insertion of the IV is an 
advanced level support technique completed by a paramedic. 

Being able to take this program has put me on the proper course to achieve my goal of becoming a 
trauma surgeon, and I am truly grateful for Coldwater High School for financially supporting me and 
allowing me the opportunity to complete this course.” 

Below are pictures from the official pinning ceremony on May 9, 2019. 



  

    

   

 

          
 

   
  

   

 

  

  

   

 

 

The Spanish 3-4 classes visited St. Charles School on Friday, April 26, 2019, in order to teach a lesson to 

classes P-8 about 5 de mayo. The students at St. Charles are taking Spanish classes currently and this enriched 

their Spanish language acquisition as well. This also gave the Spanish 3-4 students in these advanced classes the 

ability to demonstrate their learning of the Spanish language and culture and allow for them to meet several of 

the MMC world language credits that we would not otherwise be able to meet. After the lessons, the CHS 

students walked to the Mexican store downtown and to El Cerrito for lunch. They all had so much fun and 

learned a lot! 

Our Choir and Band concert season is upon us and the CHS Choirs performed their spring concert on May 13
th

. 

Director Kaitlynn Doubblestein has had an amazing year helping to challenge and support the students as they 

have continued to develop their voices and their performance skills.  In her first year here at CHS, she has 

taught the high school and middle school choirs as well as being the director of the Balladiers and helping with 

the school musical and community theater productions.  She even had a starring role in the recent community 

theater production of Mary Poppins as both the Bird Woman and the overbearing former nanny of the Banks 

children’s father, Miss Andrew.  The concert had performances from the Cardinal Choir, the Bella Voce Choir, 

the Balladiers, and a newly formed group, Men’s Harmony, featuring many students and some staff members. 



  

    

 

    

 

  

   

  

 

           
 

 

 

   

  

    

  

      

    

  

 

   
 

   

 

 

    

  

  

 

   

   

 

   

 
 

   

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year, the staff at CHS raises funds by donating money to wear jeans on pay-day Fridays.  Some others 

donate additional money to wear them every Friday.  These funds are collected with some of it being combined 

with other buildings in the district for senior scholarships and the remaining funds are donated to charities 

selected by the high school staff.  This year the CHS staff voted to provide funds for the Branch County 

Humane Society and the Branch County Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence (BCCADSV). Both 

organizations received a donation of $565 to support their efforts.  Below on the left is a picture of Social 

Studies teacher Jennifer Milligan presenting Humane Society manager Jan Nageldinger with her check, which 

when added to the other recent fundraising effort, brought the total monetary donations from CHS this year for 

the Animal Shelter to a total of $1,196.  Also pictured on the right is a large portion of the CHS staff with 

MCCADSV director, Kim Hemker. 

Finally, CHS spent this past week celebration the appreciation felt between staff and students.  Each day, the school 

participated in dress up theme days where the students and staff got to wear pajamas on Monday, sportswear on Tuesday, 

Staff/Student role reversal on Wednesday, hats on Thursday and far away destinations on Friday.  In addition, each day in 

the morning, 10 random students were selected and announced by grade level from those students who had earned a 

Cardinal Character award. Each afternoon, 10 students were selected randomly and announced by grade level from a list 

of students who are currently on the honor roll for this current semester.  Both sets of students earned an extra treat and 

gift card from student council. The school hosted our annual “School Appreciation” assembly on Wednesday, May 15
th 

where the staff recognizes and appreciates our student leaders in our classes and clubs as well as our spring sports teams 

and their captains.  The seniors also displayed their appreciation to the entire CHS staff by presenting every staff member 

a certificate of appreciation while the whole student body gave the staff a standing ovation.  Seniors were also allowed to 

deliver individual gifts of appreciation to their teachers the next day during the school day. 

The student council also helped to coordinate the exchange of appreciation slips between students and staff members.  

Students were encouraged to write a note of appreciation to any staff member which was then later delivered to those staff 

members.  It is always a touching experience to get a thank you or a note of appreciation from a student.  Teachers also 

wrote notes of appreciation to students all week and delivered them personally to the students.  You could see many 

students sharing their notes with each other or showing them to their other teachers.  We certainly hope that everyone felt 

appreciated as we celebrated our common Cardinal Spirit.  The students also were allowed to eat outside one day and 

could attend any home athletic event for $1.00. They also all got a free ice cream treat on Friday, courtesy of the student 

council.  Each day a designated graduating class also treated the teachers in the staff lounge with treats and food.  Monday 

the class of 2022 provided snacks galore, Tuesday the class of 2021 provided breakfast foods, Wednesday the class of 

2020 provided sugary sweets and treats, and Thursday the senior class of 2019 provided a full pizza lunch for all of the 

adults.  On Friday, Bill and Krista provided a sub sandwich luncheon for the staff to end a fantastic week of showing our 

appreciation for each other.  Also on Thursday, staff and students planted flowers around the front of the school in 

preparation for Graduation Sunday and to bring a little bit of color to the entrance for the last two weeks of school.  

Pictures from the week can be found on the next page. 

I wanted to also mention that CHS hosted another blood drive on April 30th
. We had 58 presenting donors and collected a 

total of 34 units. In recognition of our efforts the Red Cross presented Blood Drive Chairperson, Whitney Johnson, a 

$250 scholarship for her college expenses. 



  

            
 

 

            
 

 

    
 

 

 

Here are some pictures from our Staff and Student Appreciation Week: 



 
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Next month we will highlight the rest of our end of the year celebrations including our senior scholarship night 

where the community continues to come forward with thousands of dollars of support for our graduating 

seniors, our band concert, our upcoming 8
th 

grade orientation, senior convocation/swing out, and our graduation 

ceremony on Sunday, June 2
nd

. As I have said before, there sure are a lot of wonderful things going on at CHS 

every month. 

What a great time to be a Cardinal! 

Go Cards! 

Bill Milnes, Principal 

Coldwater High School 


